[We give the following extract chiefly as indicative of the methodical nature of the German character, and of the attention paid in Germany to subjects comparatively neglected in 
On the Juice of the Root of the Elder tree in Dropsies. The author of this communication has employed the above juice as a hydragogue cathartic in several forms of dropsy, with the effect of completely relieving the system of the collected fluid. Its use appears to be attended with less colic than the other hydragogues with which we are acquainted; it is apt, however, to become exceedingly disgusting to the individual employing it; on which account it should be suspended for a short time, and then resumed. It should be given unmixed with other medicines. The cases which are given as illustrative of its action it is unnecessary to quote, as, from the want of very minute diagnosis, they scarcely can justify any application to other cases; but, as an addition to our hydragogues, the juice of the root of the elder-tree may occasionally be employed with advantage. It is obtained simply by subjecting the fresh root to pressure; the dose with which to commence being from two to four ounces.
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